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FLOATING HOTELSñBARGING 

Benefits & Tips  

All -inclusive price-
includes most meals 

and beverages all day.  

Unpacking-done only 

once. 

All excursions are 

included-see areas 

and experience local 

culture up close. 

Open bar-included on 

most barges. 

Bicycles carried  

onboard-crew helps 

adjust them and get 

them on and off if 

needed. 

Cuisine-All food is 

prepared by onboard 

staff and includes spe-

cialties of the  

region. 

Clothing-Informal 

and casual.  Raincoat, 

light jacket and 

sweater and soft soled 

shoes are great for 

walking, cycling or 

relaxing. 

Gratuities-suggested 

amount is $5 per  

passenger per day for 

shipôs staff and $1-2 

per day for tour 

guides.  Additional is 

at the passengersô dis-

cretion.  Tipping is a 

personal way to show 

satisfaction for good 

service and is always 

appreciated. 

We are all aware of the potential luxury which 

ex i s t s  on  l a rge  f l oa t i ng  ho te l s ,  

otherwise known as cruise ships which are  

rapidly turning into resorts as well, but there are 

other non-land based hotels which can offer  

different, unique adventures. 

 

The world of river cruising and barging provides 

similar experiences but, of the two, barging tends 

to offer the most singularly personal leisure  

exploration of a region.  Most barges are family 

owned and operate for 2 to 12 passengers, with a chef and crew on board.  Many 

now have  s ma l l  poo l s  o r  ho t  t ubs  as  we l l .   As  

opposed to river cruising they tend to follow the canals that supplied communities, 

especially in Europe.  They traverse the more rustic, rural areas dotted by small 

villages, usually known for their own 

unique foods, local wines , products and 

specialties.  Because of the very leisurely 

pace of barges, guests can exit before the 

approaching village and bicycle through 

with a more intimate exposure to the people, 

their homes and shops.  A brief stop for 

cheese or other local treat brings the region 

to deeper appreciation and then cycling a bit 

further allows you to re-board your floating 

hotel.  Many of these barges also provide 

unique dining, even gourmet fare with local 

wines. 

 

By the time the cruise is completed, guests have closely sampled the village  

atmosphere and all it has to offer as well as enjoying the countryside, which has  

remained unchanged over the years.  The distance they have traveled via the barge 

could be as little as 10 miles total! 
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