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SPEYER- Following the day in Strasbourg and our visit to the Black
Forest, our ship docked in Speyer. In the morning, because of close
proximity, guests walked a short distance into this picturesque|town
which has retained much of its medieval character. It is dominated by
its cathedral which dates back to 1060 and houses the remains (of four
Imperial German emperors, and several kings, empresses and five
bishops. It was one of the sites for royal debate by the German Empire
prior to the Reformation. Speyer also boasts a Wine Museum and
colorfully inviting shops and restaurants which tempted and delighted
us and our fellow passengers.

Doc Rog

HEIDELBERG Following lunch while docked in Speyer, we boarded
a motor coach for an hourdos r
6Student Princebo musi cal . |
cobblestoned roads were filled with thousands of students attendir
"8 Germanyds | argest university w

=" to identify shops for later investigatidrespecially the year round
| Christmas shop. Several pastry, cheese and sausage, gift and c
hops along with beer pubs dotted the main street tickling our fan
y with wonderful smells and

- dquaint shop decorations
' % waiting to be visited.

Eventually our motor coach brought us to magnificent Heidelberg
Castle lying on the crest of the highest hill overlooking the city and
Neckar River below. This red sandstone relic of an enormous castle
complex had been built in the 1 Zentury by teenage Friedrich V
wm for his 16 year old bride,

WElizabeth. Their rule didnot
Jlast long when the castle
' suffered the ravages of Louis
X1 Vs French troops. We wer e
terrace with its exceptional views of the town and river below. Thi
' cellar was also open for us to see th& @&ntury Giant Vat capable
® of holding 49,000 gallons of wine.
When we returned to the cobkdtoned old town, we had time to visit
the O6White Churchodo of the Jes!
pastry treats before returning to our coach for the ride back.
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